August 28, 1863 


before they had beeu amongst the old mem- 
bers of their regiment long, by the pranks 
that are being continually p Eu upon them. 
A portion of conseripts out of the Isch Pen., a 
fow days ago, were placed on picket. Some of 
the old members of the regiment saw a splen 
did opportunity for sport; accordingly a " 
of them crossed the river, and went to a negra 
hut a short distance from the river bank, pro. 
cured an old cart. knocked off the box, took a 
E" log ehem Kerne. 7 to resem. | 
ble a piece of artillery, run the “quaker” 
down to the bank behind some peat 
P 
| „ tont reetly under 
the log; they then made a slow match several 
yards in the next thing was to clear 
away the brush that the * piece“ 
E pick 
ets this they a>complis successfull y.--. 


nne of the interested? ieee he 


— — 


gado and hundreds were seen 
direction of the firing ; but Hard 
2 of the muskets died away 
across the river touched “ae die 
‚and in an instant the **quaker' was 
discharged. This was too maak Im the Ree 
ets; they cou!d stand no such firing as that, 
0 they 6 their muskets and ran, to the 
intense deligbi of the interested parties. 


1 urs, ke. 
N 


* 


September 11, 1863 


War Correspondence. 


Head Quarters 10th Mich. Vols, 
Camp near Beverly Ford, Va., 
August 22h, 1863. 

Eviror Unnoxtere,—l am writing these 
lines late in the evening. All is quiet in camp, 
hardly a sound is to be heaid in any direction. 
The night is lovely; a calm, full moon is shin- 
ing and sending forth its pale 1ays in all its 
glory. O to my right, at the distance of ten 
rods, the Rappahannock is quietly flowinz 
along, and Jooks now like a streak of bright- 
ened silver between two rows of low green 
bushes ; while to my left, at the same distance, 
a dark primeval forest looms up and shuts off 
a further view. Dut although the camp is 
now so quiet, the day has been one long to be 
remembered. Time will never efface from 
memory the scene that was this day enacted 
in the presence of the fifth corps, and large 
delegations from every other corps in the 
Army of the Potomac. The scene 1 have ref- 
erence to was a military exceution of five de- 
sertors, belonging to the 118th Penn. Vols. 
They were shot to-day at three o'clock, and 
the following is an account of the affair: 

Tn Philadelphia, five men offered themselves 
and were accepted as substitutes, each man 
receiving $300. They started for their regi. 
ment in company with 154 others, a month 
ago, but on the way to Washington they gave 


the officers in charge of them the slip and ran 
away. Diligent search was made for them, 
but all to no purpose. A fortnight passed 
away and the officer from whom they escaped 
happening to be in Washington, saw a num- 
ber of men being shipped, and among them he 
recognized two of his own men. A further 
search found out the other three—they having 
become substitutes again to parties in Wash. 
ington, and again receiving $300. They were 
immediately taken charge of by the officer, 
who took them to the headquarters of this 
corps and turned them over to the care of the 
Provost Marshal. Chats of desertion were 
preferred azainät them. A inilitary court be. 

ja session at the time (hey were brought 
before it and tried. During the trial, partiy 
by their own confession, and by the evidence 

witnesses, it was shown. that they were old 
offenders—three of them having become sub- 
stitutes no less than 5/3 times, and receiving 
from $300 to $600 each time. The other 
two had done the deed twice. They were all 
found zuilty and sentenced ta be shot on the 
26th inst. This sentence being made known. 
to them, asked for ministers—two being 
Italians of the Jewish faith: and three Ger. 
mans, Roman Catholics. There being no min- 
isters of either religion aj present in the army 
the commanding General deferred their sen- 


of ground, immediately facing the graves. — 
The men kept very quiet, not a sound could 
be heard from any, but every eve seemed riv. 


tragedy that was about to be enacted, “with. 
out tears trickling down their cheeks» An 
hour passed by, but still no one stirred; when 
ofa sudden, a news boy came dashing along, 
crying at the top of his vroice—-" Daily CAroni. 
de and Baltımore American ; Fort Sampter 
and Wagner captured.”” This seemed to rouse 
all from the reveries ipto which they had fal. 
len, for all made a rush to get a paper con. 
taining such glorious news. 

Another half hour went by, when all were | 
‘startled with the command-—* Attention | 
‘shoulder arms.” Hardly were these den 
exergted ore th: tn mod were seo» apra rd | 


loas oer = before the whole corps in the 


Provost Marshal, 
| ps vires om 


The two of Jewish taith, 7 on either 
a a a a a sai 


meut, 
Roman Catholic Priest, 
The three of Catholic faith, supported on 
either side by a member of their 


Three coffins, L. — members of their 


Seventy of te Pr . Guard. 


After passing before all that were present, E 
os — a to the ground opposite 
the graves; the coffins were laid on the 
33 near the graves ; each man sat down on 
own coffin, and was oocupied some Ps 
minutes with their spiritual advisers. 
Provost Marshal now put a bandage over — 
man's eyes, and all fell back behind the pro- 
vost guard. A moment of most thrilling anx- 
iety ensued, but there was no time for thou zht, 
the Provost Marshal’s voice was heard, and 
the command of “ready, aim, fire,” were 
given, and the five men were launched into 
eternity. Not one ofthem moved after the 
fire; each died pierced through the heart.— 
The bodies, after being examined by a sur- 
sven, and prunounced dead, were placed in 
eir coffins and buried. Each regiment now 
quietly dispersed to its own camp, but a 
spirit of gloom seemed to prevade every 
son which will take days to u 


These men richly deserved all they got, and it 
is to be hoped that it will have a salutary effect 
and deter others from following their ex- 
ample. Yours, u. 


* 


